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A Message from the Principal:

We're Getting Into the Swing of Things..

Greetings Brier Families,

What a terrific start fo the school year we are having here at Brierl Having everyane back warms our schoeli, bright-
ens our spirits, and allows for learning to take placel I wanf to take this opportunity to say "Thank You" to ali of our families
wha were able to_join us for Curriculum Night. This evening is always one full of information and a sense of direction as to
where the learning for the year will lead. With such a talented group of teachers here at Brier, T know that your students
are in safe hands and each and every classroom can leok forward to a year of learning, community building, and growth. Dur-

ing our curriculum night, the opportunity to come and learn mare about our new "Brier Pride Plan" was also available to our
families.

I am so excited to share with you all our discipline policy, our new scheol pledge and our new student expectations
here at Brier. All of these components together equal what we refer fo as our “Brier Pride Plan.” In this edition of the bulie-
tin, you will find your families' very own copy of this plan. It is hot off the press and full of details about the discipline pro-
cedures and policies here at Brier. I hope that you find it to be well thought out, a document that supports student growth
and learning, and a resource for understanding the steps we take to provide a safe and secure as well as successful learning
environment for ail students, ’

Many of our discipline policies are not brand new policies, however, the work we as a staff have completed over the
last year is the work of putting all of our policies and procedures as wel! as expectations down on paper so that it is communi-
cated to all of our families as effectively as possible. It is important to all of us here at Brier that we have a common under-
standing that discipline is a partnership. We ask for your support in our policies and procedures and in doing all we can to
provide a positive, safe, and preductive learning environment! Please find time at some point in the next week to read through
your plan with your student(s), and when you have completed this reading, please sign the signature form and return it o
school. This form allows for communication from home to school and signifies that we have a mutual understanding regarding
our policies and pracedures. Thank youl

On another note, I wanted to remind everyone that our school day does not start until 9:20, Our first bell rings at
9:15 and at that time, the doors are opened and students can begin 1o head ta their classrooms. Students should not be ar-
riving to school before 9:15. The only reasons a student may need to be here prior to 9:15 may be he or she is involved in:
Beyond the Bells, a before school program, or is eating breakfast at school. If your student is planning on eating breakfast
with us here at school, he or she can head into the gym for breakfast at 8:45 and he or she will remain supervised in the gym
until 9:15. This being said, students wha are not eating breakfast or involved with our childcare program or a before school
program with us should not arrive at scheol prior to 9:15, Maintaining a safe school is our number one priority at Brier, and
when students arrive prior to 9:15 we do not have the supervision available far them and we compromise our safety. This
situation puts our school and your student in an unsafe situation, and one that we want to eliminate with your help and sup-
port. Just a reminder, childcare is available through our Beyond the Bells program before and after schoal, however there is
a process for placing your student in this program. Please join us in an effort to maintain a school of safety and security for
our students and staff by working with your student to arrive at school at the necessary time. Our Brier staff appreciates
your concentrated effort on this very much. Have o Wonderful October Brier Families!

Fall Smiles,
Tori Thomas, Principal

Visit our school website: http://staff.edmonds.wednet.edu/brier
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Brier Elementary

Tori Thomas, Principal

Respond to lies appropriately

It’s an unpleasant fact of life—children sometimes lie, To prepare for this,
discuss honesty and plan how to handle fibs,

Experts suggest that you:

Expect the truth. Send the message that honesty is a priority in your
family. Your child will live up to your expectations.

Give examples, Discuss stories (real and
pretend) that teach values, A TV show
character, for example, may have told a lie
that got him into deeper trouble. I~
Enconrage honesty, Yon might say, =
“Sometimes it's really hard to tel] the _JD
eruth. But when people are honest, they —>

feel better about themselves.” T‘ 4

Be pasitive. Dan’t go on and on ahout the

negative aspects of lying. Explain that you appreciate honesty.

Learn lessons. If your child tells a lie, consider its consequences, How
does he feel? What would he do differently next time? What can he do
about it now?

Set an example. Show your child how to be honest. He'll fearn from what
you do, not just what you say.

Get support. If your child’s lying is out of control, consider talking with a
professional. This is a problem tiat needs to be resolved.

W r

Source: Mauhew 5, Robiasan, “A Litkc Fib ar a Big Far Lis? Teaching Kids Mnnesty,” Parentlood.com,
wiww.parerthood. com/a edcle-wples/anide-ropics.php? Aricle_12=8516.
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Avoid spoiling =

your child =)
i

What do milk and lids 2 '-ET)

have in comman? They're

both pretty unpleasant when

spoiled! To keep from spoiling

vour child:

= Be her parent, not her friend.

* Give ber chores to do.

» Talk: abour good belavior and
values.

* Stay connected. Eat breakfast
and dinner together.

* Muake—and enforce—house rules.

Saarce: Shnuley Boteach, “Spailed Children,”
Oprab.com, wwwvoprah,com/xmfshoeacly
200803/ shotench_20086324. fhrml.

Your child has
the best chance )
of learning e ——_
responsible behaviors when
you set rules and limits that
are: -

* Impiortant. Children have o
hard time remembering roo
many rules at once.

* Consistent, Your child
needs to kitow what to
expect. If rules change
from day to day, he will
get confused—and learn to
disregard them completely.
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Guiding Students for School Success

Choose homework
time with care

When is the best time
to do homework? It ks
depends on your child, § i
Aslk yourself:
* When does nry child have the
most mental energy?
» What motivates my child?
(Playing outside after stndying?)
* Daoes free time helpy my child
transition from school to home?
* When does ny child start vo get
tired in the evening?
Once you find the right time, stay
with it. Consistency will malke it
even better!

Source: Gwyan Meteal, " When is tie best ime o do
homework?” pacentcentercom, htmufparenmentechaby
centereomd404_wlicn-ls-the-best-tfme-tn-do-hama
warl:_71701.pe.

Raise a ‘stielc-to-it" kid

If your child gets overly frustrated
when she falls short at
something, teach her :
to persevere! To build =
a can-d9 attitude [n st
your child:

« Help her set goals
that are reachable. Whether her
goals revolve around grades or
scoring goals, encourage her to
start small.

» Celebrate her gffort. She didn’t
getan A on the science rest?
Appland how hard she studied
anyway!

= Set a good example, She’s
wartching, so don’t let setbacks
derall you, either.

A,

o

Sourcem Marie Fanst Bvite, “How 5o Teach Kids
Perseverance and Gual-Sucdng,” Pareots.com,
weww.parens.comffzmily-Hlefhener-parenting!parenting-
stylefaw-to-teach-kids-parseveranee-poal -setring,

Cunyright @ 3008, The Parent Instimte®, wwnwgarenrinstitute.com
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Brier Pride Pledge...
We have changed our Brier Bulletin to . .
a once a month format. Every student At Brier, we are Responsible,

HonHEE R I

will bring home the Kind, Respectful and Safe. %-
bulletin on the first Tuesday of cach lamreadytoleamand |
month. i will encourage others %
to be successful because %

learning comes first! -

it
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gg MUSIC NOTES
=

Welcome back to Music at Brier! Our Brier Bobcats have
been creating music already!

Qur Cantare (Brier Choir) began on Sept. 30. If you are Interested

in jolning, and haven't signed up yet, there is still time. Come by room

# Reminders:
§ Please remember to sign-in in the office
25 and get a sign up sheet, then come to rehearsal and have some |
funl Qur first performance will be at a school assembly. We will also

and get a visitor pass. Thank you for keep-
be performing at the Brier Tree Lighting, and the annual SE Quadrant

Choral Concert in the spring. We are having a grand time on Tuesday § mg our school sarel
mornings from 8:10-8:10. Thanks for singing togethert

Sixth grade band and orchestra students have begun rehearsals,
and with a quick review of |ast year's work, are on to learning and
practicing second year skills. Congratulations on your commitment to
continuing your musical progress!

Fiith grade students have completed an instrumental exploration
session, have chosen thelr new instrument and have even begun to
make a few notes! What fun it Is to see thelr excitement and joy in
learning something new musically!

Many students in general music have begun to learn “Twinkle” an

the plano keyboards. Others are going on to other pieces. We have | October 27-31: No school for
reviewed singing breaths, reading rhythms and melodies and the

younger siudents are really great at “So Glad to See You". See if ithey Par‘r-ﬂme Kmder‘gqﬁ-en
can sing it to you!

Important Dates

October 10—No school

October 27-31: Early Release
K-6 Conferences 12:00

Students in Mrs. VeCera's, Ms. Hemphill's and Mrs. Gray's classes Conference [etters went home on TueSday’
will begin or continue work with their soprano recorders. Those who

are able will be challenged to play advanced pieces and those who

September 30th. Please complete this
are beginners, will, weli, beginl They were very excited to receive their | form and return to SChOOI no Iater than

new recorders last waelk.

October 9th!l

A very big thank you to Mrs. Julius and Mrs. Lafferty's classes who
learned the new Brier Pledge Song and sang with accompaniment at
the Giraffe Assembly in September. They really “stuck their necks

out” to learn a new song quickly and bravely performed for the rest of | Site Council minutes can now be found on our
the school. Great job.

Brier Website. Find the link To Volunteers.
Also, we would like to thank the O'Neil family who donated three

sets of choral risers to Brier. They are easy to move, set up and tear Click ?n '1_. and you Il be directed to the Site
down, look great, and make the singers look very professional. we W | Council minutes.
appreciate your donation very muchl

Thank you to the Brier community for your continued support of

music. |wish you could fee] the Joy they exude as they create and
perform music at Brier!




OCTOBER

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 11
Nationgl Bullying Prgvention Week
msemerie |SCHOO
tF?:I:r:.‘:f:l:;?Luhnes L
12 13 14 15 116 |17 18
Field trip-Mrs.
Wilkening-laly
11:00-1:30pm
Everett Perform-
Ing Arts Center
Healthy Youth Supvey this wgek —6th grqde
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31
Early|dismissal K-p Conferences 12:20pm
NO SCHOOL FOR PART-TIME KINDERGARTEN
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